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REMARKS 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated 
October 30, 2006. Claims 1 - 11 are pending in this application 
and have been rejected. Reexamination is respectfully requested 
in view of the foregoing amendments in the claims and following 
remarks . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1, 2, 5 and 7 have been rejected under 3 5 USC § 

102(e) as being anticipated by Dales 6,759,014. Applicant has 

canceled claims 1-4 and 8-11 and respectfully traverses the 

rejection of claims 5 to 7 for the reasons that follow. 

In Dales, the sampling needle is first filled with a sample 

and then the sample is ejected. Only after ejection is the 

needle cleaned in an ultrasonic vibrator (141), Figure 3. The 

Examiner states : 

Dales further discloses the method of aspirating the sample 
from the vessel into the needle (column 18, line 48 through 
column 19 line 12) , ejecting the sample from the sampling 
needle into the stirred liquid (column 19 lines 51-62) , 
holding the remaining sample in the needle and dipping the 
needle in cleaning liquid (column 20 lines 27-42) , and 
actuating the ultrasonic device (column 7 lines 53-65) . 

Applicant respectfully submits that, the step of holding a 
sample in the needle and dipping the needle in a cleaning liquid 
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is not present at column 20, lines 27-42. Column 20, lines 27 
- 42 refers to the problem of cross contamination of materials, 
such as small particles, (e.g., silica particles) which might 
otherwise interfere or damage the reaction equipment. Still 
further, the reference to cleaning which removes any build up of 
polymer materials in the needle adjacent to the port (409) , 
(polymer materials are not the sample) . The build up referred to 
is particles and polymers and this occurs after the needle 
contents have been rejected. 

In Applicant's claimed invention, the purpose of the 
ultrasonic treatment is to remove the contaminants from the 
outside of the needle while not removing the contents from the 
inside of the needle . This purpose is not accomplished in a 
different manner in '014 where the outside of needle (401) 
penetrates a wiper member 265 to wipe away slurry material from 
the outside of the needle (see column 19, lines 22-28) and the 
inside contents are removed. Still further x 014 at column 19, 
line 53 states that the small volume of barrier liquid and the 
predetermined quantity of slurry material from the cannula are 
inserted into the vial (165) . Still further, there is a 
predetermined quantity of chaser solvent which is in amounts 
sufficient to insure that the slurry is effectively transferred 
to the vessel. This shows that all of the slurry is removed from 
the needle prior to any cleaning which is described at column 7, 
lines 50-65. The cleaning is described as removing slurry 
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particles on the interior and exterior surfaces of the needle. 
On the other hand, as Applicant discloses and claims, Applicant 
does not remove a sample, which may be slurry particles from the 
inside of the needle. 

The Examiner contends at the top of page 3 that, "no order 
of the operation of the steps is positively recited in the 
claims." Applicant respectively traverses this observation with 
respect to claim 5, which remains in the case. 

Claim 5 first recites a step of aspirating a sample into a 
sampling needle. Placing of the sample into the needle is an 
essential step to anything which can follow either in Applicant's 
invention or '014. 

In Applicant's second step, Applicant recites a unique step 
of holding the sample in the sampling needle and dipping the 
sampling needle in a cleaning liquid. This step is clearly not 
present in '014 which ejects the sample prior to dipping the 
sampling needle into the cleaning liquid as pointed out above. 

In Applicant's third step, Applicant refers back to the 
sampling needle dipped in the cleaning liquid. This is the 
sampling needle which holds the sample as previously recited. 
The sampling needle, as previously recited, is the one which 
receives the ultrasonic wave in the cleaning liquid. On the 
other hand, in the prior art, the sampling needle, which is 
injected into the cleaning liquid, has already had the sample 
removed. The sample is not held in the needle, which conflicts 
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with Applicant's claim. 

Applicant's last clause recites a step of ejecting the 
sample from the sampling needle so as to inject the sample into a 
moving liquid. Apparently the Examiner contends that this step 
can be moved up in Applicant's claim 5 to precede the step of 
holding the sample in the sampling needle and dipping the 
sampling needle in the cleaning liquid. This is inconsistent, 
because one cannot eject the sample from the sampling needle and 
also in a subsequent step hold the sample in the sampling needle. 

For the above reasons, there is no anticipation by the '014 
patent . 

As pointed out above, Applicant's disclosure teaches a 
different process than that from '014. Applicant retains the 
sample, which may be slurry, inside the needle and cleans only 
the outside. In contrast, as taught by '014, both the interior 
and exterior surfaces of the cannula are cleaned, as pointed out 
in lines 57 - 59 of column 7 of '014. This is in conflict with 
the combination of claim elements as outlined above, and the 
purpose of Applicant's invention which is to clean the outside of 
the needle and retain the sample on the inside. Also, as pointed 
out above, '014 cleans the outside of the needle during insertion 
by wiping slurry material off the outside of the needle as 
described in column 19, lines 22-27. 

If Applicant were to follow the rationale of the Examiner, 
the sample inside of Applicant's needle would be removed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
Claim 6 has been rejected on the basis of the Examiner's 
reference to Branson's ultrasonic B3-R cleaner which is referred 
to in the Dales reference. However, there is nothing in the 
record which shows what a B3-R cleaner is. The Examiner has done 
an apparent internet search to identify the Branson ultrasonic 
B3-R cleaner. Applicant has performed a similar search and 
identified only a B3 cleaner, not a B3-R cleaner. Therefore, it 
is not known what the B3-R cleaner was or if there is any 
publication or public use or sale of a device which would operate 
at 55 kHz, or which would support the Examiner's contention that 
Dales appears to disclose operation at 55 kHz. Applicant 
attaches to this response additional pages found on the internet. 

The undersigned searched for B3-R and could find nothing. For 
this reason, it is respectfully submitted that the Branson 
reference is not qualified under 35 USC § 102 . 

Next, the Examiner argues that it would be obvious to 
operate the invention of Dales between 20 kHz and 80kHz, 
reasoning that optimum working ranges would involve only ordinary 
skill. The Examiner has failed to note that Applicant's 
frequencies in combination with needle sizes were disclosed as 
those which would clean the outside of the needle, but not 
vibrate the needle. The non-vibration of the needle, according 
to Applicant, was allowed to retain the sample inside the needle 
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while cleaning the outside. This feature of Applicant's 
invention has not been suggested by the references of record, and 
it is the reason Applicant has chosen the frequency. It is not a 
mere matter of design choice, but a matter provided by the 
physics of the needle and the ultrasonic treatment. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application is now in condition for allowance, and early 
action in accordance thereof is requested. In the event there is 
any reason why the application cannot be allowed in this current 
condition, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact 
the undersigned at the number listed below to resolve any 
problems by Interview or Examiner's Amendment. 



Date: April 17, 2007 

Snider & Associates 
Ronald R. Snider 
P.O. Box 27613 

Washington, D.C. 2003 8-7613 
Tel.: (202) 347-2600 

RRS/bam 



Respectfully submitted, 
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PROCESS EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY, 1NC.\ For lmm *! a **gt tance ' 

/ 1-800-539-6336 • 8 AM - 5 PM 
EST 



Branson Ultrasonic Cleaners & Son if tars 



EMAIL 
COMPANY 



Free shipping on all products 



Ultrasonic Cleaning Equipment • Sonifier Cell Disruptors • Cleaning Chemicals • Ultrasonic 
Vapor Degreaser 

Home • Back to Previous Page • Policies • View Cart 

Scroll down for pricing and ordering information 

BRANSON B3 



Tank Size: 3" Diameter x 3.5" Deep 
Capacity: One Pint 

Overall Size: 5.25" (L) x 5.25" (W) x 6.25" (H) 
Frequency: 55 kHz 
Tank Cover: included 

Voltage: 120V(Also available in 220V, please 
contact us for pricing and delivery) 
Warranty: One Year 

Model B3 can be used with common aqueous 
cleaning solutions to remove dirt, oxides, residues, 
oils and greases from both exposed and hidden 
surfaces. 

This low cost, UL listed ultrasonic cleaner is 
especially useful for on-the-job cleaning of small 
industrial, medical, hobby, laboratory and jewelry 
items. It provides the speed and 
effectiveness of ultrasonic cleaning power with the convenience of plug-ln-anywhere operation. 




Item# Name Price Quantity 

951-005 B3 Ultrasonic Cleaner $170.00 In stock! 

WEB SPECIAL - FREE GROUND 
SHIPPING WHEN ORDERED ON-LINE! 




Click for larger image 



Process Equipment & Supply Inc. Home • Back to Previous Page • Policies • View Cart 

31255 Lorain Road Cleveland, Ohio 44070 

Phone: 800-539-6336 FAX 800-539-6371 

www.ultrasonicclea ners.com 

www.proequip.com 



http://www.proequip.com/productlist.asp?pcid==17 
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BRANSONIC® 

Tabletop Ultrasonic Cleaners 



Home 

Bransonic® support Applications Information 

Product Information^ 

Scientific Labs 

Lab Glassware, Test Tubes, Pipettes, Optical & Contact Lenses, Eyeglass Frames, 
Scientific Instruments, Components Industry Switches, Relays & Motors, Gears, Precision 
Bearings, Metal & Plastic Parts.Assemblies Electronics 



"33 Emerson Home 




Chemistry 
Order Info 



PC Boards, SMDs, Ceramic Substrates, Capacitors, Lapping Heads, Packaging 
Components, Quartz Crystals, High-resolution Glass Plates Medical & Dental Labs 

Cannulae, Syringe Parts, Surgical Instruments, Blood Oxygenators, Dental Instruments, 
Burs, Dentures, Caps, Plates Jewelry Watches, Clock Movements, Precious Metals & 
Gemstones, Intricate Settings, Chains, Charms, Coins 







I Tabletop FAQs 1 1 Application Information 1 1 Literature | \ Manuals 1 1 Model Cross Reference 1 1 Contact Us | 
I Repair Center 1 1 Warranty 1 1 Model 1510 1 1 Model 2510 1 1 Model 3510 1 1 Model 8510 1 1 Model IQ-1216 | 
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Copyright © Branson Ultrasonic Corporation. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Problems with the website? Contact the Webmaster at webmaster@bransonultrasonics.com 
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Tabletop Ultrasonic Cleaners 
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Ultrasonic cleaning is faster, more consistent, and safer than any other method. Hand 
scrubbing, soaking, or steam don't even come close. The Bransonic® table top cleaners 
now include the same high power, rugged transducers found on industrial systems sold to 
the automotive, electronics, and metalworking industries. These Langevin-type 
metal/ceramic devices use engineered ceramics to assure both durability and superior 
power. Coupled with a new sweep frequency capability, you get the best possible cleaning 
every time, all the time. 

• Rugged enough for industry 

• Consistent enough to meet medical and laboratory standards 

• Safe enough for delicate electronic parts and precious jewelry 

No one knows ultrasonics better than Branson. Over fifty years ago we pioneered ultrasonic 
cleaning, and ultrasonics is still our primary business. Bransonic® cleaners incorporate 
everything we've learned from our experience, our research, and especially our customers. 

Click on a model below based on tank size or capacityto view the product page 

Note: Included accessories are for the US market and may vary in other geographies 




Model B-200 Model B-300 
6.5" x 3.5" x 2.22" 1 1 .8" x 3.9" x 2.9" 
1.5 pints .5 gal. 




Model 1510 
6" x 5.5" x 4" 
.5 gal. 
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Model 2510 Model 351 0 Model 551 0 Model 8510 
9.5" x 5.5" x 4" 11 .5" x 6" x 6" 11 .5" x 9.5" x 6" 1 9.5" x 1 1 .5" x 6" 
.75 gal 1.5 gal. 2.5 gal. 5.5 gal. 
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Model DHA-1 000 Model PC-620 Model IC 1 21 6 Model IC 1 620 
14" x 16 " x 10.5 " 19.5" x 5.7 " x 6 " 12" x 16" x 13" 16" x 20" x 16" 

10 gal. 2.2 gal. 10 gal. 21 gal. 

If you would like additional information please click here . 



http : //www .bransonic . com/ 
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